PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR 2010.

Dear Member,

As we face into a new golfing year I am delighted to be able to say that, as you read through this note, you will see that we have made good progress on many fronts in 2009. We are in good financial shape and have a course that is in better shape now than it has been for a long time.

Our Management Committee has been working with the owners on many issues of strategic importance and during this process developed a Mission Statement that aligns the objectives of both parties. It is now the agreed template for how we set out to work together for the mutual benefit of the owners and our club.

MISSION STATEMENT

1. To have a vibrant well run club with a membership of 500 ordinary members, approximately 70 associate members and between 75 and 100 junior members playing their golf on a course that they are proud of; a course that is well maintained, well presented, generally playable all year round, challenging and acknowledged throughout the Irish golfing community as being a “top quality” golf course.

2. Members recognise that it is in their best interests and those of the owners to have a financially sustainable business.

3. The club committees and the facility owners to manage their relationships for the benefit of the members, who are cherished customers of both the club and the owners, on the basis of mutual trust and respect.

4. To work together in resolving all matters of mutual concern and to resolve issues as they arise in an open, honest and transparent manner.

COURSE

After two wet summers in ’07 and ’08 we had hoped that 2009 would bring some relief but as we all know now it proved to be the wettest on record. However, as a result of drainage work carried out in winter of ’08 and early ’09 our course stood up well to all the rain and we did not lose as many weekend competitions as in ’07 or ’08.

The cutting of the greens on both Saturday and Sunday mornings definitely improved playing conditions greatly.

CATERING

We had catering throughout the year last year despite the resignation of A-One Caterers. Stephen and Sean took over and have agreed to stay on for 2010. It will not be easy for them but I ask you to give them all the support you can. The quality of the food and presentation has much improved.

I repeat what I said last year, catering is a vital ingredient to maintaining a vibrant golf club. It cannot survive unless it is profitable. That means it needs your support throughout the year, even after your catering vouchers have been used up.

SUBSCRIPTION INSTALMENT SCHEME
A motion passed at our 2008 AGM put this scheme in place. It enables members to spread the burden of their annual golf membership payment over a 12 month period. Those who availed of the facility last year were well placed to pay their 2010 subscription. The number of members who availed of the scheme last year was disappointingly low however.

Any member can join the scheme at any time and pay in any amount they choose by setting up a standing order.

The account details are as follows:

AIB Bank, 41 South Main Street, Naas.

Account Name:  Bodenstown Golf Club

Account Number: 70300-254

Sort Code: 93-32-36

Any member can join the scheme at any time and all the money paid in is kept in that separate account and is refundable on demand.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

Present membership has fallen to a level that is well below optimum and this is a situation that needs to be addressed to ensure our club’s viability into the future.

In order to increase our membership, our course and clubhouse facilities need to be up there with the best. This is essential if we are to see our membership restored to where it was 10 years ago. Significant progress has been made in the recent past and we have been assured that there will be no resting on any laurels. This is the challenge facing the Mather family, and with our support we hope to see more improvements in 2010. I can assure you that all committee members are committed to this task.

We will be calling on your support in a very practical way. As the weather improves we will be organising WORK PARTIES to improve the presentation of the course. The idea is to make our course one that we are all proud of, that we would be happy to invite our friends and guests to play on and new members to join.

We thank sincerely all our members who helped us in this work last year and our hope is to have even more help this year.

With your membership renewal this year you will have received a gift from the owners of a free green fee and we would encourage you to use this. If you know of anybody who is thinking of taking up golf and/or joining a club this may be the opportunity for you to introduce that person to Bodenstown Golf Club.

CLUB LOTTERY

In an effort to increase Club revenue we have decided to run a Club Lottery with a minimum jackpot of €500.00. We are going through application process for a licence to run this at present and we hope to be up and running by April. Tickets will be €2.00 each and more details will be posted on notice boards and website soon.

Don’t forget to log on to our website – www.bodenstown.com for competition results and other useful information.

Finally I wish our Club Captains, Denise and Christy and our Junior Captain, Peter the very best for 2010. I have no doubt they will be worthy representatives for our club this year.

Peadar Cunningham

